BARREN COUNTY RECEIVES RECOGNITION BY PROGRESSIVE FARMER – NO. 1 PLACE TO LIVE IN RURAL AMERICA
Date: February 1, 2007 
WCLU News Directors Julie Anne Williams: “We have a wonderful announcement today.  Progressive Farmer magazine released their February edition today and in that edition is their annual top counties to live in in Rural America.  It’s WCLU’s privilege to announce Barren County has taken the top spot on that list.  Joe Link, a writer for Progressive Farmer, came to live among us with his photographer last October for three days.  He rode on the back roads.  He spent time with our farmers, our county government, the Chamber of Commerce, just to name a few.  Joe then took his notes, pictures, and thoughts about his stay here to present to others who visited other possible top honor counties.  Joe told me some about the process and how they make their decision.  I’ve also gotten to speak with many people in Barren County about this recognition over the past few days in getting the story ready to run, and I have some of those responses for you.  First, here’s Joe Link. 
Joe Link: “We think that rural living is a great way of life and what we do every year is we run statistics on all the rural counties in the U.S. to see which ones have certain really good qualities of life.  We look at health care, education, crime rate, pollution, and things like that, and Barren County came up very, very well.  We run well over 1,500 counties through this process.  We take the top 20 and then we go visit those counties.  I visited Barren County, and it’s a great county.  On our website – www.progressivefarmer.com, people can read the entire story and they can also look at a list of the counties that made our top 200 list.”
Barren County Judge/Executive Davie Greer: “Wow!  I am so excited!  This is quite an honor.  When you’ve lived here all of your life, you take everything for granted.  I was just thinking what is wonderful about this place, and there’s so much to say.  In the spring, you couldn’t be in a place more beautiful.  We have patches of dogwood and redbud growing all through the county. Then in the fall, when all these trees turn shades of gold, red, and yellow, it’s just a beautiful place to live.  Summer has fields of corn, tobacco, beautiful fields of alfalfa.  We just grow everything here.  Beef and dairy cattle are everywhere. We’re number one in the state in both beef and dairy cattle, and they were right – our quality of life can’t be beat!  We have the best schools for education, sports, and extra activities – all excel across the state.  Our churches are an example of the friendly people.  Just go and visit one – the members will all make you feel at home.  We have the lake, the caves, and other things for recreation in this area, and our little league ball parks are just wonderful and the soccer fields – are all an example of everyone working together for our young people.  We are very proud they picked Barren County for this award, and I agree with their decision – This is the greatest county, and I am very happy to be a part of seeing that it continues to grow in the right direction and be the best place to live for years to come!”
Scott Luth, Glasgow-Barren County Industrial Development Economic Authority: “This county has so much to offer, and we are extremely pleased that those individuals have recognized us for this designation.”

Barren County Sheriff Chris Eaton: “Barren County is, by far, the best county to live in and to raise a family in.  We’ve got Barren River Lake.  We’ve got the best schools.  I’m just proud to see that we’re being recognized as Number 1.”
Barren-Edmonson County Drug Task Force Director Jeff Scruggs: “As Director of the Drug Task Force, I am very pleased that Barren County has been selected as one of the most desirous counties to live in.  We’d like to think that the Drug Task Force and police efforts in the county, with all the agencies involved, that had something to do with the living conditions in Barren County.”

Gayle Berry: “At the Cultural Center, we meet so many people from out in the state, out of state, and even out of the country.  In fact, we had someone there last week from Paris, France, originally from this area.  You meet all kinds of people and one thing that these people always say is when they come into this area, people are so friendly, they are always welcome, and I think even going back into years past when we do the archives and so forth, people enjoyed meeting people from other places and enjoyed showing hospitality so I think that’s one of our strong points.”

Agriculture Extension Agent Gary Tilghman: “This honor is something that doesn’t surprise me because moving in here 20 some years ago and felt like this was home.  I raised a family here myself and with folks out there in the agriculture world in Barren County, they are always eager to learn and eager to use new and innovative techniques and try to state on the cutting edge of producing food and fiber for our folks to enjoy and by having an honor like this, just tells us all what those of us who live here have known for a long time.  I’m just proud to be a part of it.”
T.J. Samson Community Hospital CEO Dewayne Moss: “T.J. Samson Community Hospital is a facility that offers services and technology you would not normally find in a county the size of Barren County.  When we have a physician we’re trying to recruit and other businesses, people who go and tour the hospital, they can’t believe what we have as far as technology and the facility itself.  We have recruited in the past five years about 35 new physicians in different specialties.  Our family practice residency program has been a real benefit to our community, and many of those residents will stay in Barren County once they finish their residency program.  Our board is very progressive, and I think that is obvious if you come to T.J. Samson Hospital and see what we have.”
Glasgow School Superintendent Dr. Fred Carter: “I guess it’s a bit of a surprise to be recognized but it’s not a surprise for those of us who live here in this area and work in this area.  We think that reflects well on our general population here.  Our community is so progressive and our community is so focused on economic improvements and on doing the right things in education and activities and talking about our historic traditions and our tourism attractions and growth of business.  I hope we can continue to be held in such high esteem in the future and certainly from the school standpoint.”
Barren County School Superintendent Dr. Jerry Ralston: “I have observed Glasgow to be a progressive city with a good industry base and professional services that serve this area extremely well and when I look at the rural Barren County community, I immediately think of the agriculture base and how agriculture here in Barren County has done so well, whether it be tobacco or other green crops, cattle or whatever. Barren County has a wonderful history of outstanding farm production, and I think relating to our schools, one example on how we support that is through our outstanding agriculture program.  We have a facility that is a model for the state which was built with tobacco money.  That facility is used everyday by our students to learn about new agriculture practices.  With that in mind, we are always talking about how proud we are of our schools, but you know, our schools are a reflection of our community.  Our schools are outstanding, and it is because of those parents that live here, work here, and have expectations for their children to do well in school here.  I have always felt that Barren County is a special place to live, and I really believe that, and my wife and I are truly proud to be a part of a community that is so great.
Ann Stewart, Glasgow-Barren County Chamber of Commerce: “We’re a progressive community.  We have smart, well-thought out leadership and that’s a tradition that continues today.  It started years ago when the first merchants moved to town and have continued on.  There’s a commitment to maintaining a high quality of life whether you live in the city or in the count and to improve upon what one’s doing.  Most important within this community there is a cooperative attitude that permeates every citizen in Barren County.  They want to work together to improve the lifestyle and the economic well-being of our community.  They place high value on hard work.  They have pride in farms and gardens and they strive for excellence in what they do.

Glasgow Mayor Darrell Pickett: People are retiring to come here.  We have beautiful farmlands.  It is a high honor to receive such a recognition as this. 
WCLU News Directors Julie Anne Williams: And now, yours truly.  Well, I can certainly understand how Joe felt coming into Barren County and feeling the red carpet effect of open arms, hearts, and minds.  In just a short time from October until the present as my family and I have made our transition here, we felt so welcomed and at home.  Congratulations, Barren County, you truly are Number 1!
